Analgesic efficacy and safety of (R)- ketoprofen in postoperative dental pain.
This double-blind, randomized, parallel-group study compared the analgesic efficacy and safety of single doses of (R)- ketoprofen 25 mg and 100 mg to that of acetaminophen 1,000 mg and placebo in 177 patients experiencing moderate to severe pain after surgical removal of their impacted third molars. Both (R)- ketoprofen 100 mg and acetaminophen 1,000 mg were significantly (P < 0.05) more efficacious than placebo for all summary analgesic measures. Other than a more rapid analgesic onset (45 minutes versus 60 minutes) for acetaminophen 1,000 mg, (R)- ketoprofen 100 mg and acetaminophen 1,000 mg were statistically equivalent to each other. The 25 mg dose of (R)- ketoprofen appeared to approach the analgesic threshold dose, being numerically but not statistically superior to placebo for all summary measures. There were no serious adverse events observed in this study, with the overall incidence of side effects being somewhat less in the (R)- ketoprofen groups than in the acetaminophen 1,000 mg group. (R)- Ketoprofen possesses analgesic activity and an acceptable side-effect profile in the oral surgery pain model.